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Light! Color! Movement!

ight, color and movement! These define my
work regardless of the
medium,” says B.F. Reed,
featured artist in the main
gallery at the Bank of the
Arts in May. The artist’s
reception is May 8, 5-8 p.m.,
during ArtWalk.
Reed is a coastal artist who is attracted by the
“dance of the ocean” in which
her work becomes “visual
choreography, whether I am
working representationally in
my pastel boats and oceans or
abstractly in my layered acrylic
assemblages.”
For more than 20 years,
Reed’s distinctive watercolors
have been displayed in art galleries along the east coast of
the U.S., as well as in Japan
and South Korea. She is one
of the few artists who has
been recognized twice by the
prestigious National Watercolor Society and three times
by the Watercolor Society of
North Carolina. She has also
been awarded the Regional
Artists grant twice from the
North Carolina Arts Council, which is partly funded by

the 29 Eastern North Carolina Arts Councils, including
CAC&G. The power of her
work reflects rigorous years
of study at the prestigious
Moore College of Art and
Temple University’s Tyler
School of Art in Philadelphia.
Reed began her professional career as a medical
illustrator; as her reputation
grew, she became a freelance
artist and was commissioned
by numerous collectors and
private organizations. Her
watercolors can be found in
the U.S. Presidential Art Collection; Foreign Diplomatic
collections in Asia;
corporate collections, such
as that of the Coca Cola
Bottling Company and that
owned by NBA Hall of Famer, Dr. Julius Erving; and numerous private art collections.

Join Us for String Fling

I

n this fundraiser hosted by the North Carolina
Symphony, violins painted by local artists will be
displayed at the Bank of the Arts on May 8 during
ArtWalk. Each is unique, and all will be auctioned off
at the September String Fling Gala (see p. 6). Artists to
date include: Hunter Stephenson Bretzius; John Hanley; Elizabeth Spencer; Janet Dixon; Jim Herring; Gee
Vee Meyer; Vicki Vitale; Jack Saylor; Sally Anger; Gary
Gowans; Sandy Bruno; Chris Morgan (sculpture); Dan Nelson;
Daphne Thomas (wood carving); Alessandro Cagiati (pottery).
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Our Back Gallery Featured Artists

May: Susan Henry
June: Lou Ellen Plummer
usan Henry paints en plein air in the Colorist
aper and photography artist Lou
style, many times with pallet knife and in
Plummer creates collage from papers
317 Middle Street
oils. She interprets the impression of a scene or hand made by her and others. The paper
P.O. Box 596
image through its lighting. Henry likes to travel is fiber, beaten down to pulp. The pulp
New Bern, NC 28563
cravenarts@cravenarts.org to paint, especially to the coast of Maine. Having may have dyes added for color and is then
studied art since childhood, she has owned and drained through a screen and laid down.
www.cravenarts.org
operated her own marine graphic arts business
252-638-2577
Water is pressed out, and it dries to paper.
for 33 years in Oriental. Her artist’s statement:
“I love the tactility of the entire process,
“If I can express an idea, thought or feeling
from immersing my hands in the wet
2014-2015 Board of Directors
through visual means by a composition of colors pulp to holding the brush that lays down
Bill Lease, President
and harmonies beyond the obvious, then I have the wax for batiking,” says Plummer, who
succeeded.”
has built an inventory of papers.
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At the Gallery

20th Century American Composers
Celebrated at the Bank of the Arts

...with Frank Loesser—May 30, 7p.m.

C

raven Arts Council’s inaugural and highly popular
series celebrating the Great American Songbook
concludes May 30 with the forever-memorable tunes of
Luminary is a bimonthly publication prepared by the
Frank Loesser (1910-1969), performed by LeRoy Plock
Craven Arts Council & Gallery, Inc. Its purpose is to disand Leigh Harris.
Loesser has been called the most versatile of all
seminate news of arts-related activities in the community.
Broadway composers. His five Broadway musicals were
Submissions to Luminary must arrive by the 5th of
as different from each other as they were from the
theater of their day: Where’s Charley?, Guys and Dolls,
the month prior to publication. Word documents and jpg
The Most Happy Fella, Greenwillow and How To Succeed
images at 300 dpi are preferred. E-mail submissions and
In Business Without Really Trying. Popular hits include
inquiries to cravenarts@cravenarts.org. To speak with the
lyrics supplied to the music of Jule Styne, Hoagy Carmichael, Burton Lane and Arthur
editors, call Carol Tokarski or Michele Cole at 252-638-2577. Schwartz, among others, and such standards as “On a Slow Boat to China,” “Two Sleepy
People,” “Heart and Soul,” “I Don’t Want to Walk Without You,” “Spring Will Be a
Luminary is funded in part by grants from
Little Late this Year,” “(See What) The Boys in the Backroom (Will Have),” “They’re
Either Too Young or Too Old” and his 1948 Academy Award winner, “Baby, It’s Cold
Outside.” How many of these do you remember?
“She has a voice that makes sirens, mermaids, and other magical singing creatures get
really depressed and go take lessons and get therapy & [stuff ],” says M.C.Herman of
Leigh Harris, formerly of New Orleans and now
in North Carolina. LeRoy Plock, a network enThe Harold H. Bate Foundation North Carolina Arts Council
gineer, follows his love of jazz and talent at piano
to New Bern. Prepare to be charmed and happily
taken to a great time in American music.
Tickets for “At the Gallery” are $15 for CAC&G members; $20 for nonmembers
at the Bank of the Arts and at www.cravenarts.org Become a member: call 252-638-2577 or join online
The City of New Bern
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In June, Our Focus Turns to Photography

eginning June 2 and continuing through
June 27, the Bank of the Arts again
presents the works by the Coastal Photo
Club. As was true last year, all works that you see
in this exhibit will be framed and available for sale.
However, this year, you also can go to our shop behind
the main gallery to order and purchase a print. Costs
for both the framed works and the unframed prints
will be posted next to each work.
A glance at the photos on this page gives you an
idea of the breadth of the work you can expect to see.
As Coastal Photo Club President Tom McCabe says,
you will see “familiar landscapes and cityscapes from
around the area, as well as images from all over the
United States and from places as far away as Ireland.”
To date, photographers include: Dave Slyck; Clara
“Snow Tracks,” Wanda Rodriguez
Cahoon; Mary O’Neill; Nancy Burt; Ed Hall; Tony
Santore; Tom McCabe; Colleen Bista; Joan Bower; Mike Carter; Chuck Colucci; Jim Dugan;
Frank Pizzardi; Jeanne Julian; Evie Henderson; John Steady; Sue Williams; Claire Hageman; and
Larry Santucci.
“The Coastal Photo Club of New Bern has grown considerably—to 90 members—since its
2014 exhibit at the Bank of the Arts,” says McCabe. The club formed in the early 1990s as the
New Bern Camera Club. Its stated core mission is “learning and teaching.” The club sponsors
speakers, competitions held at
the local library, field trips, and
community projects, such as
photography contests, photographing the residents of local nursing
homes, and providing photograStill Life, John B. Steady
phy services for other nonprofit
groups. Club membership includes a range of
knowledge and photographic expertise from
novice to professional
photographer.
“We’re happy to share
knowledge and ideas with
anyone who is interested
in learning more about
the craft and art of photography,” says McCabe.
The Coastal Photo
Club of New Bern meets
the second Saturday of
the month at Centenary
Methodist Church in
New Bern.
“Old Wood,” Alan Welch
“Bridge at River Bend,” Frank Pizzardi
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Beyond Our Doors: A View of the Arts
Art

New Bern-Craven County Public Library
400 Johnson Street: 252-638-7800; newbern.cpclib.org
Mon.-Thu. 9-9; Fri.-Sat. 9-6; Sun. 2-6
Exhibits open the first Thursday of each month
with a 7 p.m. reception. In May, it’s “Senior
Games” and in June, Chuck Colucci.

Fine Art at Baxters Gallery: Jeanne Bessette
May 8 to July 3
323 Pollock Street
252-634-9002
fineartatbaxters.com
Mon.-Fri. 10-6; Sat., 10-5
Accidental Artist
Reception: May 8,
219 Craven Street: 252-634-3411
5-8 p.m.
www.theaccidentalartistnc.com
Chosen as one of the top
Mon.-Fri. 10-4; Sat. 10-5
50 “Artists to Watch” by
Make’n’paint your own (or their) pottery. HalfArt Business News magaprice studio fees Wed.-Fri. evenings; 15% diszine in 2011, Bessette’s
count on fees for seniors on Tues. No studio fees
paintings tell stories,
during ArtWalk.
eluding the external world
“Amidst This Crazy World,” Jeanne Bessette
and immersing in her own
The Red Shoe Studio Gallery
through color, lines and shapes. From June 12 to July 3, ceramic
323B Middle Street (behind Bear Towne Java)
sculptor Catherine Thornton is also featured, with a reception
Tues.-Sat. 10-5
June 12 during ArtWalk. Most recently, Thornton’s work was cho- During the months of
sen by Craft Alliance in St. Louis, Missouri, as part of a five-year
May and June, The Red
traveling exhibition beginning at the Forbes Gallery in New York.
Shoe Studio Gallery
Carolina Creations
May 8 to July 3: Lou Plummer
317A Pollock Street: 252-633-4369
carolinacreationsnewbern.com
Mon.-Thu. 10-6; Fri. 10-8; Sat. 10-6; Sun. 11-4
Reception May 8, 5-8 p.m.
Plummer is sharing her photographs taken on a recent trip to
Cuba. “I was only months old when the Cuban Revolution began
in 1953 and six when it ended in 1959,” she says. “Cuba attracted
a range of Americans, from waitresses escaping their daily life
in Miami to enjoy anonymity allowed while experiencing the
nightlife in Cuba, to famous American ‘mobsters’ doing the same.
I have been attracted to the romance, if you will, of that era and
wished for many years to travel to Cuba and hopefully experience
the same, as did those earlier, fellow adventurous travelers.”
Trips to Cuba are again legal and are called “People to People.”
“It was a surprise to me how important education and the arts are
to the people of Cuba,” Plummer continues. “Our visits included
a primary school, a private studio of artists where different techniques in printmaking are explored, the Vocal Leo—a group of
14 talented singers
known internationally for its distinctive interpretation
of choral music—
and that was just
the first day! I have
tried to capture this
everyday life with
my photographs.”
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features the fiber art of
Andrea Owens and friends
in a show called, “From
Whimsical to Wearable.”

Felting by Andrea Owens
Stardust Gallery
244½ Middle Street, Suite D: 252-617-0209
Tues.-Thurs. 10-5; Fri.-Sat. 11-7
Fine art and pop art, including the work of the City Potters; glass
jewelry by Kay Rice; pop art jewelry by Sarah Thrasher; handmade
silver jewelry by Dani Keith; plus paintings and more.
May special event: Photographs by five students from an April
workshop led by Lynne Baron Goodwin.
Community Artist Will (CAW)
415 Broad Street: 252-571-8566
Mon.-Fri. 9-4; call about weekend or extended hours
A cooperatively run incubator for the arts in Eastern North
Carolina, CAW features emerging artists employing a variety of
mediums.
Studio Four Thirteen
413 Broad Street: 252-670-4048
Wed.-Sat. 10:30-5
Featuring works by Robert Hennon,
Ed Macomber and Dianne Ballard.

Beyond Our Doors: A View of the Arts
Music

Craven Community College ENCORE! Spring Program
May 7, 6 p.m.
Bank of the Arts, 317 Middle Street
$5 donation at the door suggested
Stanly Hall: Fools Rush In
May 8 and June 12, 7:30 p.m.
Rivertowne Ballroom, 305 Pollock Street
Tickets: $10 for adults; $5 for music students, available at Bank
of the Arts; Rivertowne Ballroom; Bern Bear Gifts
The best musicians in the area perform Jazz, Swing & Dixieland
for listening and dancing. BYO beer or wine, light snacks provided free, and soft drinks available for purchase.
Down East FolkArts Society: Danielle Miraglia
May 15, 7:30 p.m., Trent River Coffee Co.,
208 Craven Street
May 16, 7:30 p.m., Clawson’s,
425 Front Street, Beaufort
Tickets: $15, $12, $8 at the Bank of the Arts or call 252-646-4657.
For this season finale, Miraglia holds forth with a strong, steady
thumb on an old Gibson, an
infectious stomp-box rhythm
and harmonica. Her country/
folk/blues sound descends
in large part from Mississippi John Hurt, and she is a
worthy carrier of that guitarpicking tradition.
Craven Community College Student Recital: Josiah Trombley
May 15, 6:30 p.m.
Bank of the Arts, 317 Middle Stret
$5 donation at the door suggested
The Pioneers of Jazz
May 21, 7 p.m.
Cullman Performance Hall/NC History Center
529 S. Front Street
Tickets: general admission $25
Charles Richberg, retired Kinston High School band director and
music teacher, will bring young and veteran musicians to Cullman
Performance Hall to perform familiar classics that celebrate pioneering African American jazz artists like Scott Joplin, Joe “King”
Oliver, Edward “Kid” Ory, Louis Armstrong, Fats Waller, and
more. The Tryon Palace African American Lecture Series offers a
free, new program on the third Thursday of each month.
Reception to follow.
Purchase tickets at the Bank of the Arts or call 252-638-2577.

At the Gallery: Frank Loesser
May 30, 7 p.m.
Tickets: $15 for members; $20 for nonmembers
See separate article on page 2. Tickets sell out quickly for this
popular music series. Call 252-638-2577.
Diali Cissokho at the Bank of the Arts
June 19, 7 p.m.
317 Middle Street
$5 donation at the door suggested
Senegalese musician Diali Cissokho was here in October 2013
and captivated us all. He returns
June 19 with his nephew, also
from Senegal, to do it again!
He plays a 21-stringed kora, an
African harp-lute that produces an ethereal sound. He crosses
cultural boundaries while providing a contemporary take on his
traditional West African roots.

	Theatre
New Bern Civic Theatre: Into the Woods
May 8, 9, 15, 16, 22, 23 @ 7:30 p.m.; May 10, 17 at 2 p.m.
414 Pollock Street
Tickets: $17 in advance; $19 at the door; $10 students/active
military; 252-633-0567, www.newberncivictheatre.org
The Brothers Grimm hit the stage with an epic fairytale about
wishes, family and the choices we make. The story follows a baker
and his wife, who wish to have a child; Cinderella, who wishes to
attend the King’s Festival; and Jack, who wishes his cow would
give milk. When the baker and his wife learn that they cannot
have a child because of a witch’s curse, the two set off on a journey
to break it. Everyone’s wish is granted, but consequences of their
actions return to haunt them later with disastrous results. They
learn the hard way that happily ever after isn’t always so happy
after all. (This program may not be suitable for young children.)
RiverTowne Players: Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike
June 5, 6, 12, 13 at 8 p.m.; June 7, 14 at 3 p.m.
Masonic Theatre, 514 Hancock Street
Tickets: $13 in advance at the Bank of the Arts or online at
at www.showtix4u.com; $16 at the door, $10 students.
Vanya and his adopted sister Sonia are living a quiet life in the
Pennsylvania farmhouse where they grew up, while their sister
Masha travels the world as a movie star. Just as their cleaning
woman issues a warning about terrible events in their future, Masha
returns for an unannounced visit with her 20-something boy toy
Spike in tow—and so begins an unforgettable weekend building to
a fever pitch of rivalry, regret and racket. Mixing Chekhov sensibilities with modern cringe-worthy flair, Vanya and Sonia and Masha
and Spike is a delightfully off-kilter summer romp that critics have
hailed “a sublime state of hilarity” and “a zany joy!”
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Join CAC&G to Create Flags of Hope

ctober is Domestic Violence
Awareness month, and
Craven Arts Council is pairing with Coastal Women’s Shelter in
What’s
a fundraiser for both organizations,
ahead is
called Flags of Hope.
far better
“Flags of Hope are hand-sewn
than anything
flags that include messages of hope for you’re leaving
women going through domestic abuse, behind.
to help them find courage and confidence as they transition to a better life,” says CAC&G Executive
Director Carol Tokarski. “The flags will be part of an October art
installation at the Bank of the Arts designed to raise awareness
and to support these victims of abuse.
We ask that you consider one of two roles in Flags of Hope: to
create flags to donate to CAC&G as part of the art installation; or to
purchase a flag that will carry your own message of hope.
To contribute flags: If you sew, please commit to donating
10 flags of uniform size—10" across and 12" high—with no raw
edges and casing at the top. Specifications include:
• 10" hemmed top, with no more than 1" and no less than ½"
casing.
• one-half of the total size should be blank for a message.
• add your unique touches with applique, quilting, embroidery, etc.

S

String Fling Isn’t Just a Spring Fling

tring Fling is much more than just a Spring thing. “It’s
a special, ongoing series of fun, educational events, programs
—even a contest for the kids,” Linda Staunch, president of the
Board of the North Carolina Symphony in New Bern, explains.
“Our ultimate goal is to raise not only funds for the North Carolina Symphony but also awareness of New Bern’s vibrant art community. In celebration of the Symphony’s 10-year anniversary as a
series here, we are thrilled to be partnering with the Arts Council
and many talented artists in New Bern and our entire region. It’s
been a fabulous collaboration!”

T

To purchase flags:
To purchase a flag ($10 each) and
provide a message of hope of up to 15
You
words, either come to the Bank of the
are a
survivor.
Arts or visit www.cravenarts.org and
I applaud
click on “Projects” and then “Flags of
you for
Hope” to find the online order form.
your courage.
You can choose to be anonymous or to
include your first name. If you include
—Love, Laine
an email address, a photo of your
completed flag will be sent to you to share on social media as we
spread the word of hope though #FlagsofHope.
Coastal Women’s Shelter is the sole provider of no-cost
comprehensive domestic violence services in Craven, Jones and
Pamlico counties. Its services include a 24/7 crisis line, a safe
house, court advocacy services, support groups and crisis counseling. They also provide some employability services through a
grant from the North Carolina Council for Women.
For more information on Flags of Hope, or if you have any
questions about sewing and donating flags, please feel free to call
CAC&G at 252-638-2577, visit our Web site or send an email to
cravenarts@cravenarts.org.

To symbolize the String Fling partnership in a truly creative
way, these artists have been challenged with the painting of more
than a dozen violins that have been donated for the event. The
violins will be exhibited for the first time at the Bank of the Arts
on Middle Street during the Historic New Bern Downtown
ArtWalk, 5-8 p.m. on May 8. They will remain on exhibit there
through the end of May.
According to Steering Committee Co-Chairman Tom
Payne, the culmination of these events will take place at a huge
String Fling Gala on Saturday, September 26, at the Convention
Center. At that time, the violins and other works of art will be up
for auction.
“Stay fine-tuned for more details,” he says.

Grassroots Grant Applications Due June 30

he North Carolina Arts Council Grassroots Arts Program distributes funds for arts programming, primarily through local
arts councils, to all 100 North Carolina counties. As the Designated County Partner for Craven County, the Craven Arts Council & Gallery works closely with a number of deserving groups to help bring programs to the communities in our area.
For 2015-2016, CAC&G anticipates having $12,000 to distribute to groups seeking grants, which range from $500 to $2,000.
Call 252-638-2577 to inquire about the application process. Applicants must be part of a 501(c)(3) nonprofit in good standing. The
application deadline is June 30.
Following are the groups whose programs we (and you, as members) helped make possible in 2014-2015: Carolina Chamber
Music Festival, Craven Community Chorus, Down East FolkArts Society, Greater Duffyfield Residents Council; Jazz Preservation
Society of New Bern, New Bern Civic Theatre, Southern Gentlemen Barbershop Chorus and the Twin Rivers Quilt
Guild.
Application forms and grant guidelines are available at the CAC&G Web site at www.cravenarts.org or may be
picked up at the Bank of the Arts, 317 Middle Street, New Bern, NC, Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
CAC&G will also mail applications and guidelines upon request. For assistance in filling out the application, call
252-638-2577 to schedule an appointment.
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Clean Sweep May 2

C

raven Co. Clean Sweep is
having a Little Sweep
on May 2. To help, come
to Lawson Creek Park in
New Bern at 9 a.m. You
will be given trashbags,
gloves (or bring your own)
and a place to clean in New Bern
and Craven County. Help us rid Craven
County of trash on the sides of roads and
highways. If May 2 isn’t convenient but you
wish to participate, contact Tom Glasgow,
Cooperative Extension Service Director,
252-633-1477.

We Want Your LPs

D

o you have LPs from way back
when? Contribute them to Craven
Arts Council’s newest Unity through the
Arts initiative: a Listening Gallery. Bring
them to the
Bank of the
Arts at 317
Middle Street.
We will be
inviting everyone to come
and experience
what may be
an old sound
for some but
a brand-new
sound for
others and a
shared sound
for all. The Listening Gallery
wants you!
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Empty Bowls

Thanks to everyone who played a part
in the success of this year’s event.

Event MC – Linda Staunch
Entertainment – Middle Street Moods

POTTERS
Accidental Artist
Joanne Ashton
Becky Badger
Joyce Basye
Bear Hands Pottery
Jim Bisbee
City Potters
Carolyn Curran
Rich Daniels
Robin Frelier
Scott Haines
Misty Lupton
Carole McCracken
Linda Murdock
New Bern High School Students
Carolyn Sleeper
Bonnie Tinsley
Vicious Circle Studios
Ben Watford
Debbie Wheeler
Brent Wheelwright
Candace Young

BASKETS
Coastal Carolina Basket
Weavers Guild

Apply Now for Juried Show

n 2014, more than 150 artists—from Connecticut to Texas,
and from North Carolina to California—competed for a
spot in the Bank of the Arts Juried Art Show. The result was an
exciting show and rave reviews from our hundreds of visitors.
The 2015 Juried Art Show again takes place in November; but
this year we will begin accepting entries now through CaFE™,
an online entry process. We will
be happy to assist anyone who
needs help. Visit www.cravenarts.org or call 252-638-2577
for more information.

Our Volunteers, including
Epiphany School of Global Studies Students and
New Bern High School Culinary Students
SOUP PROVIDERS
SPONSORS
New Bern Sun Journal
A Dog’s Dream
Temple Baptist Church
Annabelle’s
CarolinaEast Health System
Blue Wave Café
Fisher Fuel Markets
Centenary United Methodist Church
Harris, Creech, Ward & Blackerby
Chick-fil-A
SOS Global Express Inc.
Christ Episcopal Church
Weyerhaeuser
BlueSky Wealth Advisors, LLC
Christoph’s on the Water
BB&T
Country Biscuit Restaurant
Brinn Glass, Inc.
Cow Café
Coastal Pediatric Dentistry
Croatan Village
Coldwell Banker Willis-Smith Co.
Ebenezer Presbyterian Church
Craven County Independent
Insurance Agents Association
Epiphany School of Global Studies
Craven Pathology Associates, Inc.
First Baptist Church
Dermatology Associates of
First Presbyterian Church
Coastal Carolina
Friday’s Seafood
Family Tire & Auto Service
Garber United Methodist Church
First Presbyterian Church
Green Bear Fitness
The Insurance Center
Paula’s Pizza & Italian Restaurant
McCarthy Court
PotashCorp – PCS Phosphate Aurora Nurse Management at CEMC
Stubbs Perdue
Pollocksville Presbyterian
Trade Ideas/Shannon M. Luquire
Saint Paul Catholic Church
Trent Cadillac-Buick-GMC, Inc.
Sting Ray Cafe
Twin Rivers Vineyard Church
Annabelle’s/Friday’s 1890 Seafood The Chelsea Restaurant
Barbara Brown/Baubles
West New Bern Presbyterian Church
Judy Farsaie
Village Butcher
Hardison & Hardison, PA
Empty Bowls is a joint outreach of
Betty and Bill Lease
Religious Community Services and the
John Robert and Alison Mattocks
Craven Arts Council & Gallery
Linda Mattocks
Champ and ET Mitchell
Sound Bank
Alice and Reed Underhill
The UPS Store
Graphics Shack

Annual Meeting
ALL CAC&G MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND
THE ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Wednesday, June 10, 2015
6:00 p.m.
Bank of the Arts
317 Middle Street, New Bern, NC
Join us as we review our accomplishments during 2014-2015
and vote for officers for the coming year.
Proxy voting forms will be mailed separately.
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