
igh on the list of New Bern attractions is the artwork 
of Chris Wagner. Visitors to the Bank of the Arts 
in January and February are in for a treat when the 

gallery is filled with an amazing and captivating range of 
watercolors by this gifted artist. Be sure to come to the Janu-
ary 10 opening reception from 5-8 p.m., where you’ll be able 
to meet Chris and talk with him about his work.
 “I have been adopted by one of the most amazing com-
munity of artists in the state,” Chris says. Since moving to 

New Bern from Morehead City, he has established a fully 
functional working studio and plans to host workshops 
there. “I’ve lived in every part of our state, hailing from 
Durham, and have truly enjoyed calling New Bern home,” 
he says.
 Behind the canvas is an attraction to contrasts and a 
philosophy in which failure is as important as success. 
 “I create my works with a few goals in mind,” he says. 
“First and foremost, I seek to project atmosphere and 
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The Many FaceTs oF chris Wagner’s WaTercolors

These and more works of Chris Wagner are at the 
Bank of the Arts in January and February.

H
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personality. Whether the painting is a portrait or a landscape, I strive to show 
what I feel from the subject. It may be the warmth of a summer day or the 
tranquility of being inside a forest; it might be the joy or sorrow of being in a 
subject’s presence. 
 “Dichotomy is a standard in my works and plays a signature role in how 
I paint. Watercolors by nature are a light medium, but I push my colors far 
deeper than many artists. I want to have the most extreme of light colors bal-
anced by the darkest. That is how life is, and it’s a constant goal in my paint-
ings. If I don’t see the balance before the painting, the subject matter does not 
interest me. The extremes of the contrast are what makes my paintings come to 
life.
 “There is no point to spending time and creativity if I’m not working to-
wards something better. What I learn in one painting will translate to the next; 
thus, there is continuity to my works, even though the subjects might not be 
related.”
 Chris believes the failings are evident in those paintings that don’t achieve 
his goals, but they are not thrown away. “I keep those as a learning experience 
for the next work. Failure is as important as success. It is incredibly enjoyable 
to juxtapose a successful painting with an unsuccessful one, to compare what 
worked with what didn’t.” 
 Those paintings that do succeed are the ones that Chris shares with others. 
In January and February, Chris is sharing his paintings with you.  v
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Luminary
Carol Tokarski, Executive Editor

Contributing Editor: Beverly Foster  Copy Editor: Michele Cole

 Luminary is a bimonthly publication prepared by the 
Craven Arts Council & Gallery, Inc. Its purpose is to dissemi-
nate news of arts-related activities in the community. 
 Submissions to Luminary must arrive by the 5th of 
the month prior to publication. Word documents and jpg 
images at 300 dpi are preferred. E-mail submissions and 
inquiries to cravenarts@cravenarts.org. To speak with the 
editors, call Carol Tokarski or Michele Cole at 252-638-2577.
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Come Fill Your Bowls...and Theirs
Empty Bowls 2014

February 13   11 a.m. - 2 p.m.    Temple Baptist Church

E mpty Bowls is a joint outreach of Religious Community Ser-
vices (RCS) and the Craven Arts Council & Gallery (CAC&G). 
Designed to fight hunger and help support CAC&G, this project 

involves the entire community. Local restaurants and churches make and 
serve soup and bread for the event; and local professional and amateur artists 
donate pottery, baskets and paintings. You come, chow down on some great 
soup and bread, get entertained and choose a one-of-a-kind piece of art to 
take home with you. Families in need receive direly needed support. 
 Last year, RCS provided 6,570 homeless people with shelter; distributed 
323,957 pounds of food; served 63,000 meals in soup kitchens; provided 
185,388 meals to families; and also helped provide clothing and even money 
to those desperately in need.
 Last year’s fundraiser brought in more than $20,000, but co-chairs Steve 
Mabie and Jim Bisbee report that the need is greater than ever this year. More 
than 700 bowls have already been created and another 400 are expected from 
Accidental Artist. All that’s needed is for you to come and have fun and 
support this event.

Tickets are $25 and available at 
The Bank of the Arts, Fuller’s Music and Temple Baptist Church



I f you think their recordings are great, just wait ‘til you hear them live!  Here’s what others 
have to say about the talent lineup for the Silver Anniversary Sunday Jazz Showcase:

Bria Skonberg. This stunningly beautiful British Columbia native plays (and writes and sings) 
at levels of excellence and maturity far beyond her years. Whether it’s plunging and growling away, 
soaring across the horn’s range ferociously, or delivering beautifully constructed lyrical solo lines, 
Skonberg demonstrates solid chops and great command of her instrument. Displaying artistic flex-
ibility and fire, she unabashedly channels Armstrong, Cootie Williams, Warren Vache, and other 
legendary players.—Nicholas F. Mondello, All About Jazz

Adrian Cunningham. Any part-time jazz aficionado will tell you that, as far as wind instru-
mentation in jazz goes, it’s all about Miles’ trumpet and Coltrane’s sax. But accomplished Sydney 
multi-instrumentalist Adrian Cunningham is here to educate the casually curious mainstream 
audience otherwise.—Justin Grey, Time Off.   Adrian Cunningham’s saxophone solo actually had 
me making whimpering noises in the front stalls. —The Independent, London

Nicki Parrott. What do you call a female bassist who sings up a storm, has a million-dollar per-
sonality, a real act, a unique repertoire, comes from Australia and should have been kidnapped by 
Hollywood on her way to New York? Answer: Nicki Parrott. Nicki Parrott could make anyone love 
jazz!—Eric Stevens, Cabaret Scenes

Rossano Sportiello. Italian-born Sportiello—he came to the U.S. permanently in 2007—is a 
rousing player who straddles the bop of Tommy Flanagan, the traditionalism of Teddy Wilson and 
even a bit of ragtime. Sportiello has named Barry Harris as his mentor, and like Harris, who has 
called Sportiello the best ragtime pianist ever, he’s clean as a whistle and never misses, no matter 
what the tempo.—Bruce Klauber, JazzTimes

Eddie Metz Jr. In a way he reminds me of Big Sid Catlett who produced a tremendous variety of 
sounds on his kit, even varying the texture from one soloist to the next in a single performance. I 
particularly like Ed’s use of the brushes, providing the group with a smooth, gentle carpet of sound to 
play over.—Bob Wilber, American jazz clarinetist, saxophonist and band leader

Maddy Winer. When she takes the stage the entire audience becomes Maddy’s number one fan.—
Lou Rawls. She nails it every time, an exceptional talent.—Charles Kuralt, CBS News  

Heard enough? Of course not! That’s why you have to be there February 9, celebrating the 
Silver Anniversary performance of the Sunday Jazz Showcase. v

.   
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The 2014 Sunday Jazz  Showcase
February 9      Doubletree by Hilton, New Bern

Afternoon Performance: 1:30 p.m.
Arts Council Members – $35

Nonmembers – $40

Evening Performance: 7 p.m.
Arts Council Members – $30

Nonmembers – $35
Students – $15

Tickets on sale at the Bank of the Arts



Galleries

Carolina Creations: Valentine Card Show, Jan. 5 - Feb. 14
317A Pollock St.: 252-633-4369; carolinacreationsnewbern.com    
Mon.-Thur. 10-6; Fri. 10-8; Sat. 10-6; Sun. 11-4 

Hundreds of cards are 
on display, handcrafted 
by art students from 
Craven County’s 25 
schools. The cards 
feature original works 
created with a wide 
variety of materials, 
including hand-made 
paper, oil, pastel, col-

lage, watercolor and ink. The cards are $3 each, and all proceeds 
are donated to the Craven County Art Program.

New Bern/Craven County Public Library: Pat Stone,  Jan. 9
400 Johnson St.: 252-638-7800; newbern.cpclib.org
Mon.-Thur. 9-9; Fri.-Sat. 9-6; Sun. 2-6      
New exhibits open the first Thursday of each month with a 7 p.m. 
reception. Pat Stone is guest artist for January; Joy Teel, formerly 
of Beaufort and now Columbia, SC, will have her paintings on 
display during Black History month.

Fine Art at Baxters Gallery: Quiet Spaces opens Jan. 10
323 Pollock St.: 252-634-9002; fineartatbaxters.com 
Mon.-Fri. 10-6; Sat. 10-5 
“Quiet Places” is an exhibit of startlingly beautiful contemporary 
realist paintings by Coni Minneci. The artist reception is Friday, 
January 10, 5-8 p.m. during the downtown Art Walk; and the ex-
hibit will be on view through February 10. Minneci is known for 
her creative concepts in painting: from miniatures to oversized 4 
x 6-foot panels, in both oil and acrylic. 

Music

Voci Allegre Performance,  Jan. 3, 6 p.m.
Bank of the Arts, 317 Middle St.; free admission                                                                    
Returning to its traditional carol cycle, this season’s concert fea-
tures works from the British Isles, especially England and Wales. 
Haunting music from monasteries and abbeys will be paired with 
rollicking secular literature that has grown out of both the pagan 
and Christian traditions, and macaronic carols combining both 
English and Latin will join early all-Latin literature. Audience
members are encouraged to make a contribution to the RCS 
Food Bank, which is always seriously depleted after the new year.

Down East FolkArts Society
•	 Jan. 3: Jack Williams. Williams will perform at the home of 
Dale and Sarah Swan in New Bern on Friday, January 3, at 7 p.m. 
There is no charge, but a $15 contribution per person is encour-
aged. The audience is limited to 30 people, so contact the Swans 
soon at 252-288-4928 or daleswan@suddenlink.net for reservations, 
directions and other information. Light snacks and beverages will 
be provided.   
•	 Jan. 10 & 11: Dana and Susan Robinson
Jan. 10, 8 p.m., Trent River Coffee Company,  208 Craven St.
Jan. 11, 8 p.m., Clawson’s Restaurant, 425 Front St., Beaufort
The Robinsons are guitar-playing, banjo-frailing, fiddle-sawing, 
and harmony-singing interpreters of the American experience. 
•	 Feb. 7 & 8: Brian Ashley Jones
Feb. 7, 8 p.m., Trent River Coffee Company,  208 Craven St.
Feb. 8, 8 p.m., Clawson’s Restaurant, 425 Front St., Beaufort
Jones’ compositions have been heard on PBS and on British 
television, as well as recorded by a variety of performers. He was 
showcased at the 2010 Sundance Film Festival, where his guitar 
mastery and tenor vocals kept audiences tapping and clapping.
Doors open at 7 p.m. Tickets: $15; $12 members; $8 students. 
Purchase at Bank of the Arts or Clawson’s Restaurant. Call or 
text 252-646-4657; email folkartsenc@gmail.com.
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B e y o n d  O u r  D o o r s :  A  V i e w  o f  t h e  A r t s

lobalization, oddly enough, has caused many of us to become ever more 
isolated and insulated. We feel that we have nothing in common with 
anyone else, and we must not let anyone know how we feel. But we do 
have much in common with others, and the way to discover common-

alities is through the ability to empathize. The difficult thing is to find a “safe” 
way in which to share.
 The Cogs & Wheels Project is an ongoing initiative for confronting local and 
relevant 21st century challenges through the fine arts. This project is organized 
into a series of interactive exhibits that raise awareness across various social 
themes. Empathy is the goal of the Cogs & Wheels Project’s 2014 installation, 
and they are reaching out to you and other folks in New Bern and beyond to find 
stories about overcoming adversity. All stories will remain anonymous.
  Cogs & Wheels will create special “mailboxes” into which stories can be sub-
mitted. The stories will be incorporated into the 2014 art installation. Visit their 
website at cogsandwheels.org to learn more.

“Stories” Seeks Your Story

G
Artist Opportunities

“A Touch of Class Arts Show,” presented by 
the The Havelock Cultural Arts Committee, The 
Havelock News and Windsock and the Havelock 
Recreation Department, takes place February 28 
and March 1 and 2. Applications are due by Febru-
ary 24; find the prospectus and application at www.
cravenarts.org.

The North Carolina Poetry Society (NCPS) 2014 
Adult Contests are now underway. Winners will 
receive cash prizes, publication and an invitation to 
read at the NCPS awards day in May. The deadline 
for submission is January 10. For a list of awards 
and requirements, visit www.cravenarts.org.



Carolina Chamber 
Music Festival, Feb. 16-22

A week of concerts with 
the Calyx Piano Trio, 
violist Amadi Azikiwe, 
and pianist Melvin Chen.  
(pictured, The Calyx Trio)

•	 Festive Family Concert: Feb. 16, 3-4 p.m.
New Bern Public Library, 400 Johnson St.; free admission
Rachel Harmatuk Pino leads a concert for kids of all ages explor-
ing the life-long joy of music. Reception to follow.
•	 Classical Lunch: Feb. 18, 12-1 p.m.
Bank of the Arts, 317 Middle St.; $15 general admission
Acclaimed pianist Melvin Chen returns to delight audiences in 
a program of musical stories. Featuring works by J.S. Bach and 
Prokofiev’s Suite from Romeo and Juliette.
•	 Beethoven After Work: Feb. 20, 6-7 p.m.
Bank of the Arts, 317 Middle St., $20 general admission
Finley Woolston of Public Radio East hosts an evening delv-
ing into the musical genius of beloved composer Ludwig van 
Beethoven. Reception to follow.
•	 Festival Finale: Feb. 22, 7:30 p.m.; discussion at 7 p.m. 
Bank of the Arts, 317 Middle St.; $25 general admission.
Season 11 concludes with captivating trios by Haydn and Francaix 
alongside Dvorak’s melodious and powerful Piano Quintet in A 
Major, Op. 81. Reception to follow.
Visit www.carolinachambermusic for more information. Tickets are also 
available for purchase at the Bank of the Arts. Ask about CCMF’s 
special winter fundraiser raffle! 

Craven Concerts: Jesse Lynch’s Jazz 101, Feb. 27, 7:30 p.m. 
Grover C. Fields Performing Arts Center
A trio of piano, bass and drums takes you on a journey through 
jazz history. Hear sounds of Scott Joplin, Charlie Parker, Louis 
Armstrong and other jazz greats. Jazz 101 will be playing every-
thing from bop to contemporary. Tickets at Bank of the Arts.

TheaTre
New Bern Civic Theatre: “Underpants”
Jan. 10, 11, 17, 18 at 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 12 and 19 at 2 p.m.
414 Pollock St.
Tickets: $17 in advance; $19 at the door; $10 students/active mili-
tary; 252-633-0567, www.newberncivictheatre.org
A huge scandal ensues after the beautiful Louise’s bloomers fall 
down while she is watching a parade for the king. Her no-non-
sense, bookkeeper husband, Theo, fears the scandal could cost his 
government job. Instead, the incident attracts two renters to their 
home—a poet and barber who don’t just want to rent a room. 

Ratio Theatre Company: “Clybourne Park”
Jan. 10-12, 8 p.m.; Jan. 17-19, 2 p.m.
Cullman Performance Hall, 529 S. Front St.
Tickets: $25, students $10; at 901 Pollock St. or www.ratiotheatre.org 

 A white community in 1950s Chicago splinters over the Black 
family about to move in. Fast-forward to our present day, and the 
same house represents very different demographics as we climb 
through the looking-glass of Lorraine Hansberry’s classic A 
Raisin in the Sun. These hilarious and horrifying neighbors pitch 
a battle over territory and legacy that reveals how far our ideas 
about race and gentrification have evolved—or have they?  

RiverTowne Players : “And Then There Were None”
Jan. 17, 18, 24, 25 at 8 p.m.
Jan. 19 and 26 at 3 p.m.  
Masonic Theatre, 514 Hancock St. Tickets: $13 in advance at the 
Bank of the Arts; $16 at the door, $10 students.  For more informa-
tion, please visit their website:  www.RiverTownePlayers.com.  Questions 
may be directed to RiverTownePlayers@gmail.com.
No one can touch Agatha Christie for ingenious plots and sur-
prise endings. Here, the plot revolves around 10 guilty strangers 
trapped on an island off the coast of Devon. One by one they are 
accused of murder; one by one they start to die. Statuettes of little 
soldiers on the mantel of the house fall to the floor and break one 
by one as those in the house succumb to a diabolical avenger. A 
nursery rhyme tells how each of the 10 “soldiers” met his death 
until there were none. The excitement never lets up.

New Bern Civic Theatre: “The Color Purple”
Feb. 7, 8, 14, 15, 21, 22 at 7:30 p.m., Feb. 9 and 16 at 2 p.m.
414 Pollock St.
Tickets: $17 in advance; $19 at the door; $10 students and active 
military
Taking place in rural Georgia, 
this is the unforgettable story 
of Celie, pregnant at 14 with 
an abusive father who pushes 
her into marriage with a cruel 
farmer, “Mister.” Celie even-
tually learns to love and take 
care of herself when strong-
willed Sofia and tender Shug 
enter her life. The music cap-
tures elements of jazz, gospel and Broadway.  It is this rich blend 
that makes the songs both memorable and challenging.
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Tickets on S ale at the Bank of the Ar ts
317 Middle St., 252-638-2577

Jan. 10 & 11: Down East FolkArts
Dana & Sue Robinson

Jan. 17: RiverTowne Players
“And Then There Were None”

Feb. 7 & 8: Down East FolkArts
Brian Ashley Jones

Feb.  9
Sunday Jazz Showcase

Feb. 13
Empty Bowls

Feb. 16-22
Carolina Chamber Music Festival

Feb. 27
Craven Concerts: Jesse Lynch

There is a $1 fee for 
telephone transactions.
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